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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent D Good CD Fair CD Deteriorated CD Ruins CD Unexposed
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Altered [~~| Unaltered

(Check One; 

CD Moved ra Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The following is directly quoted from Dr. Joseph A. Baird, Jr., Historic 
American Buildings Survey Photograph^Data Book Report, 1964.

The three, story rectangular huilding_(w_ith.end.Lowers) approximately 
113 f x 58* (122* overall length), oriented with its shorter ends at east 
and west and the "principal" original entrance at the west (although in fact 
the two entrances, west and east, are identical), was a dominating feature 
of, the barren ground east of Eugene, Trees were planted early.,,but the sit< 
w.as essentially free of major foliage for at least ten or fifteen years.

The style is a simplified Jtalianate with mansard^roofed towers and a 
mansarded main roof,""" This mixing of features from the earlier Italianate- 
Ctall narrow windows with, what the 19th century called "Florentine" tracery; 
flattened pediments on modified consoles^ the strong, classicizing dentil 
course) and
of the 1870s
A thin layer or piaster or mastic r- ^t may __ ^ . , , 
of paint <- sheathes the brick exteriorly, although, the pattern of bricks is 
still perceptible, Viewed as a whole, the building is treated as if it had , 
row of engaged pilasters along the sides on the two main stories (first and 
second), under the roof story, These are actually not pilasters but strip 
sections of brick on the same plane as the frieze and base strips of each 
story ^ with windows set back on a less salient plane of wall, Five such 
strips articulate each side (north and south) on the first and second storie 
on the east and west, these same strip articulative elements are used to 
animate the sections around each tower. The windows ? arranged in pairs in 
four "bays" on each long side and grouped singly on the shorter east and west 
Sides, flanking the towers, are headed with semicircular arches and given 
discreet variety with triple moldings which encircle the windows along the 
sides and into the arched headings.

As the principal design element of the exterior, the windows have more 
ornamental flavor than any other part of the building, The windows on the 
long sides and the single windows flanking the towers on the shorter sides 
(east and west) are simple doublet-hung types with four panes of glass to eaci 
section, and with narrow wooden muntins. The windows at the roof level are 
the same shape (semi-circular arched heads), but are framed in tall wooden 
dormers with flattened pediments and modified consoles beneath the pediments 
In the deeply concave mansard over each of the towers, there is a semi'-circular 
arched window in each face of the mansard (cast iron cresting is still in situ 
atop each tower mansard). The principal entrances <-> east and west »•. are 
reached by a flight of steps, which lead to a door framed in paneled brick 
pilasters "supporting" a strong wooden cornice on consoles. A wooden keystoie 
heads the door arch. Above this door, east and west, is a window (in the

story) with wooden tracery under the arch T- following the type of the 
palace of the earlier 15th century, At the roof level, the windo 

er section is semir-circular arched and is flanked by tall, narrow
the same type, Four chimneys line the roof, north and south ^ no 

necessary. The wooden trim is now painted creamncolor ? and the roof
of wooden shingles) has been replaced with gray^green asphalt shiigling,
radical interior changes were effected,,, minor changes of lighting 

proofing and other practical improvements have continued to be mad
The basic structural reorganization has not been substantially 

since that date. _______________
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

:h

The following is directly quoted from Dr, Joseph A, Baird ? Jr., Historic 
American Buildings Survey PhotograpbKData Book Report, 1964,

Deady Hall was the first building on the University of Oregon campus. 
Begun in 1873 and completed in 1876, it was the focus of all university 
life until the building of Villard Hall in 1886. "itsdignified,-iall rec 
tangular silhouette with end towers was a conspicuous feature of the com 
paratively barren early campus; and its simple mansarded Italianate style 
was a happy choice for an academic building, later echoed in the richer 
details of Villard Hall.

The University of Oregon was established by an Act of the State Legis 
lature of October 19, 1872.., Drawings were obtained from W, W, Piper, which 
the State Board approved, and Piper's plans were adopted by the Union Unive: 
sity Association for immediate construction. (W, W, Piper was born in New 

\Hampshire about 1827; he came to Oregon in 1863 and was particularly active 
^i Portland in the 1870s.)

The University opened on October 16, 1876, with an enrollment of 155 - 
80 in college and 75 in preparatory. One floor only was ready for classes 
the first or main floor, The University faculty classrooms were on the nor 
side; President Johnson in the northwest corner, then Professor Bailey and 
finally Professor Condon in the northeast corner. The Preparatory Department 
occupied the two rooms across the hall, with Mrs, Spiller and Miss Stone in 
charge. By the time of the second year, Johnson and Professors Bailey and 
Condon had moved to the second floor. The auditorium, on the third floor, 
was ready for the first commencement in June of 1878 when the first five 
graduates left the University,

The first building at the University had no official name until March 
1893, when a Board of Regents meeting made the following resolution: "Wher 
one of the buildings of the University of Oregon has no distinctive name by 
which it can be conveniently designated, therefore be it resolved that the 
original University building be designated 'Deady Hall' and be henceforth 
known by that name in honor of the late Honorable Matthew P. Deady." 
(,,,Deady was a judge, and became first president of the Board of Regents aid 
a member of the Oregon Supreme Court Bench.)

A further omission was discovered in 1926, at the time of the planning 
the semi-centennial; Deady Hall had never been dedicated. The committee in 
charge of the semi-centennial, scheduled for October 15-23 of that year, 
arranged a suitable ceremony and memorial tablet. The principal address was 
given by Dr, Luella Clay Carson, former Professor of Rhetoric and later Deal 
of Women and then President of Mills College, Oakland, California.
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Baird, Joseph A., Jr., Photograph^). 
Survey, 1964. OREr,53, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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Oregon

Lane
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ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries)

DEADY HALL

2. Location

6.

Sec. 32, T, 17 S., R. 3 W., of the Willamette Meridian, in Lane 
County, Oregon.

Representation in Existing Surveys

Statewide Inventory of Historic Sites and Buildings 

1970

Parks and Recreation Section 
Oregon State Highway Division 
Salem, Oregon 97310 Code: 41


